


We also agree with the position being taken in Friends of the West Oxfordshire 
Cotswolds (FoWOC) in their response to the NPPF consultation, with whom we 
have closely worked to understand issues associated with local planning appli-
cations and with whom we believe you have also recently had conversations. 
The issue of aggregate harm that FoWOC highlight as an issue not adequately 
addressed in the NPPF is particularly relevant to the small rural communities in 
the AONB, including the need to consider incremental development both 
within swithin settlements as well as adjoining them. Again - the aggregated impact of 
incremental development on tourism (and long term economic) value on vil-
lages and towns such as Burford who are reliant on such is significant, as is the 
cumulative impact on wellbeing and social cohesion of the villages.

Again, all this is not to suggest additional housing is not required, and in partic-
ular housing that is genuinely more affordable or accessible for local people. 
But this must be delivered within a policy framework that uses sufficiently de-
tailed data and consideration of local sustainability issues, including employ-
ment, infrastructure constraints such as schools and sewerage, and the impact 
on the setting if this provides heritage, tourism or other value. Noting sewer-
age capacity as an example - within the last ten years, the Windrush has gone 
from sparkling clear water, with plants and fish visible for walkers and residents 
to enjoy, to a grey eyesore with dying waterlife as a result of increased num-
bers of discharges of raw sewage and household effluent as the ancient local 
sewerage infrastructure has not been sufficient to cope with increased 
demand.

For the NPPF to be effective however, policy must also work at local level. The 
new West Oxfordshire Local Plan is also hopefully soon to be adopted and in-
cludes reference to both the NPPF and also new welcome commitments to 
local voice (through neighbourhood plans) and specific consideration of the 
AONB. But we believe there is also a need for more effective application of all 
these new and changed policies going forwards. We have evidence to suggest 



that housing data is currently not being considered at the level of detail 
needed to deliver the right type of housing in the right places, resulting in 
housing that might be more affordable but - for example - is not being applied 
for by people with local connections as there is insufficient need and thus 
having to be offered to those who then need to travel further for work. This is 
not sustainable and does nothing to enhance the local community for which it 
is intended.

FFor all these reasons, we would respectfully urge you to support the key issues 
highlighted above and in the NNGO consultation submission in any influence 
you have in the final outcome for the NPPF.

WWe would also ask you to join our call at a local level for a more refined ap-
proach to using housing data in WODC planning and allocation decisions. This 
will - we believe - significantly improve the effective delivery of the more 
robust policies we have welcomed in the emerging Local Plan. We are trying to 
engage constructively with councillors and officers in WODC on this issue and 
are in the process of arranging a meeting to this effect. But your consideration 
and additional voice where appropriate is gratefully received.

We are very happy to talk with you further on any of this, or to provide more 
evidence should you require it on any of the issues noted above.

Yours sincerely

Sue Haywood
For and on behalf of Responsible Planning in Burford, a residents association




	courts p1
	courts p2
	courts p3
	courts p4

